
 

Hudson River Drinking Water Intermunicipal Council 

Town of Esopus, Town of Hyde Park, Town of Lloyd, City of Poughkeepsie, Town of 
Poughkeepsie, Town of Rhinebeck, Village of Rhinebeck 

 
 
August 24, 2026 
 
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 
Division of Environmental Remediation  
625 Broadway, 12th Floor 
Albany, NY 12233 
Attention: Edward Koppers​ 
email: edward.koppers@dec.ny.gov   
 
New York State Department of Health  
Bureau of Environmental Exposure and Investigation  
Corning Tower, 17th Floor,  
Albany, NY 12237  
Attention: Stephen Lawrence 
email: beei@health.ny.gov    
 

re: ​ Remedial Investigation Report, Dutchess County Fire Training  
​ Center Hyde Park, NY 

 
Dear Mr. Koppers and Mr. Lawrence, 
 
Thank you for providing us with a link to the Remedial Investigation Report (RIR) for 
the Dutchess County Fire Training Center (DCFTC) Site, NYSDEC Site Number 314128 
(the Site).  Upon reviewing the report, it is clear that the NYSDEC and their contractor, 
TRC Engineers, Inc., have completed an in-depth and comprehensive investigation of the 
Site. 
 
The RIR indicates that elevated concentrations of the Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl 
Substances (PFAS) compounds Perfluorooctane Sulfonic Acid (PFOS), Perfluorooctanoic 
Acid (PFOA) and 8:2 Fluorotelomer sulfonic acid (FTS) were detected in the shallow 



 

soils sampled and analyzed for this project.  These compounds were also detected in a 
surface water impoundment located on the Site.  The source for these detections are 
attributed to historical use of Aqueous Film Forming Foam (AFFF) on the property. 
 
PFAS groundwater contamination, above NYSDEC Class GA drinking values, was 
measured in water samples collected from shallow overburden wells within the eastern 
half of the DCFTC site.  PFAS was also measured at lower concentrations in water 
samples from bedrock monitoring wells installed at the Site. 
 
The RIR indicates that storm water runoff laden with PFAS migrates from the Site to the 
Fall Kill.  In addition it states that the Fall Kill is a gaining stream. Shallow overburden 
groundwater below the Site flows to the east-southeast and to stream.  
 
Surface water samples were collected from the Fall Kill and analyzed for PFAS as part of 
the initial Site Characterization Study. The laboratory data indicated that these sample 
results exceeded the NYSDEC Class GA drinking water standard, but did not exceed the 
Class B, Type A(C) PFOS standard of 160,000 ng/l for recreational and fishing streams. 
 
Comments 
With respect to the RIR, we offer the following observations and comments. 
 
Page 2 – 2.2 Regional Geology and Hydrogeology  
It should be noted that the Fall Kill is a tributary of the Hudson River which is located 
approximately 4 miles downstream of the Site.  It should also be noted that the Hudson 
River is a source of drinking water for many communities in the upper Hudson Valley. 
 
Page 29 – 5.1 Standards, Criteria and Guidance 
The Standards, Criteria and Guidance (SCG) used for the Fall Kill was Class B type A(C) 
with a corresponding PFOS standard of 160,000 ng/l.  In light of the Fall Kill being a 
tributary of the Hudson River (a drinking water source), a more conservative standard, 
guidance value or goal should be considered. 
 
Page 74 – Recommendations 
The Feasibility Study should include an evaluation of long-term monitoring of water 
samples from the Fall Kill reservoir for PFAS.  If PFAS detections increase over time, a 
contingency plan should be in place to protect the drinking water intakes located in the 
Hudson River. 



 

 
Appendix F - Fish and Water Impact Analysis 
This Appendix is illegible.  It should be reissued in a readable format.  Additional 
observations and comments may be submitted once we have reviewed this document.  
 
Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
 
Sincerely, 
  

 
  
Eric Weinstock, PG 
Member of the Hyde Park CAC and Technical Advisor to the Hudson 7 
 
 
cc: ​ Al Torreggiani (Atorreggiani@hydeparkny.gov) 
​ Donald Prusakowski (Dprusakowski@hydeparkny.us 

David Chernack (dchernack@scenichudson.org) 
 
 
 


