
Hudson River Drinking Water Intermunicipal Council  

Town of Esopus, Town of Hyde Park, Town of Lloyd, City of Poughkeepsie, Town of Poughkeepsie, 
Town of Rhinebeck, Village of Rhinebeck, Ulster and Dutchess Counties​

 
 
February 10, 2026 
 
Maurice O’Connell, Regional Vice President 
CSX Transportation 
 
Assembly Member Willian B.Magnarelli 
Chair of the Committee on Transportation 
 
Sent via email 
maurice_o'connell@csx.com​
MagnarW@nyassembly.gov 
 
RE: Follow-up:  Inventory of CSX Rail Bridges in area of Drinking Water from the City of Newburgh, NY 
to City of Albany/Town of Selkirk, NY (Hudson River Estuary watershed and corridor) 
 
Dear Mr. O’Connell and Assembly Member Magnarelli, 
 
We are writing to follow up on our letter sent to Mr. O’Connell on March 13, 2025 regarding CSX-owned rail 
bridge crossings along the Hudson River and its tributaries between Newburgh, NY and Selkirk NY.  To date, 
we have not received a response, and given the importance of this issue to public health and safety, we are 
again requesting your engagement.   
 
As outlined in our previous correspondence, the Hudson River Drinking Water Intermunicipal Council (Hudson 
7) represents municipalities and counties that collectively rely on the Hudson River as a drinking water source 
for more than 100,000 residents. The Council is currently finalizing a first-ever Drinking Water Source 
Protection Plan, and reducing the risk of industrial spills–particularly from rail transport of petroleum products 
and hazardous materials–is a central priority of that work.  
 
Since our last letter, Hudson 7 has been actively working with the U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) as part of their 
broader, federally mandated contingency spill response and planning framework.  The USCG brings together 
federal, state, local and industry partners through Area Contingency Plans (ACPs) and associated exercises, 
training, and response planning.  These plans are designed to be separate but integrated, ensuring 
industry-specific risks–such as rail infrastructure and operations–are fully accounted for in regional response 
planning.  
 
In this context, it is essential that Hudson 7 obtain accurate and current information regarding CSX rail lines 
within the Hudson River corridor, particularly those carrying petroleum products or hazardous chemicals.  This 
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information will inform our coordinated planning efforts involving the USCG, the Department of Transportation, 
NYSDEC and–where appropriate–the Federal Railroad Administration.  
 
Specifically, we are again requesting CSX’s assistance with:  
 

●​ An inventory of all CSX-owned and managed rail bridge crossings within the geographic area described 
above (both east and west of the Hudson River); 

●​ Information on the condition, maintenance, and inspection practices for these bridges; and 
●​ The most recent inspection reports, especially for crossings located near primary drinking water intakes 

or other high-risk areas. 
 

 In addition, and specifically as a result of our conversations with the USCG, we are requesting: 
 

●​ Information on the condition, maintenance, and inspection practices of all rail lines running adjacent to 
the Hudson River or its tributaries as well as the most recent inspection reports for those sections of CSX 
rail lines. 

●​ A list of all liquid and/or soluble products carried on CSX rail lines in the Hudson River corridor. (City 
of Albany/Selkirk to Newburgh); and 

●​ All CSX spill response plans that currently exist for these rail lines. Spill response strategies vary 
depending on the product spilled; therefore,  please provide  CSX response plans for all  liquid and/or 
soluble products carried in the Hudson River corridor as described above.. 

 
Hudson 7 is seeking to work collaboratively with CSX and other stakeholders to reduce risk and improve 
preparedness. Your response will inform our future planning efforts and our ongoing coordination with federal 
and state partners. Upon  review of the requested materials, we will initiate face to face meetings with the USCG 
and NYSDEC to identify any needs necessary to ensure the safety of rail transport along the Hudson River - a 
unique drinking water resource and globally rare habitat. 
 
We appreciate your attention to this matter and look forward to your response.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Gary Bassett 
Chair, Hudson River Drinking Water Intermunicipal Council  
Mayor, Village of Rhinebeck 
 
cc:  
US Senator Chuck Schumer 
US Senator Kirsten Gillibrand 
Rep. Pat Ryan 
Rep. Josh Riley 
Rep. Paul Tonko 



USCG Rory Jenkins, CWO-2​
NYSDEC Commissioner Amanda Lefton 
Senator Michele Hinchey 
Senator Rob Rolison 
Assemblymember Sarahana Shrestha 
Assemblymember Chris Tague 
Assemblymember Scott H. Bendett 
Assemblymember Didi Barrett 
Assemblymember Anil Beephan Jr. 
Assemblymember Dana Levenberg 
Assemblymember Christopher Eachus 
Assemblymember Jonathan G. Jacobson 
Ulster County Executive Jen Metzger 
Dutchess County Executive Sue Serino 


