Hudson River Drinking Water Intermunicipal Council

Town of Esopus, Town of Hyde Park, Town of Lloyd, City of Poughkeepsie, Town of
Poughkeepsie, Town of Rhinebeck, Village of Rhinebeck, Ulster and Dutchess Counties

For the Hudson 7:

Motion: Mayor Gary Bassett, Chair (Village of Rhinebeck)
Second: Town Board Ann Shershin (Town of Poughkeepsie)
Passed unanimously on 6/11/25

Support for the New York State Assembly and Senate to Pass a Strong
Packaging Reduction and Recycling Infrastructure Act
(Senate Bill 1464 / Assembly Bill 1749)

WHEREAS, packaging makes up approximately 40% of the waste in New York
State, and;

WHEREAS, managing waste costs New York taxpayers hundreds of millions of
dollars annually, and;

WHEREAS, most plastic packaging is not recyclable, and reusable and refillable
packaging systems are not widely available, and;

WHEREAS, plastic causes serious pollution, including litter and the use of toxic
chemicals, and;

WHEREAS, companies that produce packaging should be responsible for the
costs of managing packaging waste, not just taxpayers, and;

WHEREAS, enacting the Packaging Reduction and Recycling Infrastructure Act,
pending in the New York Assembly, would reduce waste, increase recycling rates,
create jobs, reduce toxicity in packaging, provide millions of dollars in savings for
local governments and taxpayers, and lower greenhouse gas emissions, and;


https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2025/S1464
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2025/A1749

WHEREAS, microplastics and associated chemicals, such as PFAS chemicals, and
phthalates, have been detected in drinking water sources statewide, including tap
water, raising concerns about their potential health impacts, and;

WHEREAS, plastics, including microplastics and associated chemicals, are
contaminating rivers, posing potential risks to human health through ingestion,
exposure to endocrine-disrupting compounds, and the persistence of
non-biodegradable materials in aquatic environments, and;

WHEREAS, microplastics have been detected in the Hudson River, and

WHEREAS, maintaining and enhancing water quality in the Hudson River and its
tributaries is essential to public health, economic well-being, environmental
resources, and the quality of life for the communities it serves; and

WHEREAS, The Hudson River Drinking Water Intermunicipal Council, known as
the “Hudson 7,” is a coalition of five public drinking water providers serving seven
municipalities and two counties (Towns of Rhinebeck, Hyde Park, Poughkeepsie,
Esopus and Lloyd; City of Poughkeepsie, Village of Rhinebeck, Ulster County and
Dutchess County) that obtain their drinking water from the Hudson River; and

WHEREAS, the Hudson River is a drinking water source for more than 100,000
people in the Mid-Hudson Valley; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Hudson 7 hereby urges the
New York State Legislature to pass, and Governor Kathy Hochul to sign into law, a
strong and effective Packaging Reduction and Recycling Infrastructure Act (Senate
Bill 1464 / Assembly Bill 1749); and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Hudson 7 shall forward copies of this
resolution to Governor Kathy Hochul, New York Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie,
New York State Senate Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins, the local state
assemblymembers, the local state senators, and all others deemed necessary and
proper.



