
Hudson River Drinking Water Intermunicipal Council 
Town of Esopus, Town of Hyde Park, Town of Lloyd, City of Poughkeepsie, Town of Poughkeepsie, 

Town of Rhinebeck, Village of Rhinebeck, Ulster and Dutchess Counties 
 
 
Susan Pepe 
Hudson River Estuary Program Grants Coordinator 
625 Broadway, 4th Floor 
Albany, NY 12233-1080 
 
August 14, 2025 
 
RE: Support for Dutchess County’s Local Stewardship Planning Grant Application 
 
Dear Ms. Pepe: 
 
On behalf of the Hudson River Drinking Water Intermunicipal Council (the “Hudson 7”), we are pleased 
to provide this letter in support for Dutchess County’s application for a Local Stewardship Planning Grant 
through the Hudson River Estuary Program. The Hudson 7 recognizes the immense value this grant 
opportunity presents for more than 100,000 residents across Dutchess and Ulster Counties who depend on 
the Hudson River as their drinking water source. 

Since its formation in 2018, the Hudson 7 has played a critical leadership role in advancing source water 
protection, promoting collaboration across jurisdictions, and elevating the importance of clean and 
resilient drinking water throughout the Mid-Hudson Valley. The Council’s creation and implementation of 
a comprehensive Drinking Water Source Protection Plan (DWSP2), its successful advocacy on major 
infrastructure projects like the Champlain-Hudson Power Express, and its ongoing public outreach, 
training, and coordination efforts reflect an organization that is proactive, effective, and deeply aligned 
with the goals of the Hudson River Estuary Program. 

Dutchess County’s proposal to use grant funding to support the Hudson 7’s Protection Coordinator and to 
implement actions outlined in the DWSP2 is both timely and impactful. The Coordinator plays a vital role 
in organizing multi-agency efforts, engaging local stakeholders, and ensuring momentum on complex 
initiatives. Continued support for this position and for DWSP2 implementation will enable the Hudson 7 
to build on its progress and protect this critical water source for generations to come. 

The Hudson 7 enthusiastically supports Dutchess County’s application. We appreciate your consideration 
and urge your full support of this important and highly collaborative initiative. 

 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Gary Bassett 
Mayor, Village of Rhinebeck 
Chair, Hudson 7 Intermunicipal Council 


