
Hudson River Drinking Water Intermunicipal Council 
Town of Esopus, Town of Hyde Park, Town of Lloyd, City of Poughkeepsie, Town 

of Poughkeepsie, Town of Rhinebeck, Village of Rhinebeck,  
Dutchess County, Ulster County 

 

​

September 18, 2025 

Via E-Mail: kelley.turturro@dec.ny.gov 

Kelley Turturro​

Regional Director for Region 3​

NYSDEC 

Re:  Urgent: Coal Tar Observations at Waryas Park Dock – Request for DEC 

Patrol Boat Deployment and Investigation 

Dear Kelley, 

Please find attached photos and a timeline documenting the expanding presence of coal 

tar at and around the Waryas Park dock in Poughkeepsie, as observed by Clearwater. 

Timeline 

●​ Wednesday Night (Sept 17): Clearwater first observed the presence of coal tar 

during the flood tide at Waryas Park Dock in Poughkeepsie. 

●​ (Photo #1) Thursday Morning (Sept 18, pre-8:00am): The coal tar was 

observed again during the flood tide. Photos were taken pre-8am. Jen Benson 

(position) of Clearwater submitted photos and concerns about coal tar to Neale 

Gulley at Riverkeeper.  

http://kelley.turturro.dec.ny.gov
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1lhVafB2kmGbLQof-h8gwExje7kP9Ers4?usp=sharing


●​ Thursday Morning (Sept 18, 9:54am): The first email re: coal tar was sent to 

NYSDEC by Riverkeeper, copying Central Hudson’s Mark McLean, Jesse Gallo, 

Joe Jenkins and others. 

●​ Thursday Afternoon (Sept 18, 11:08am): Mark McLean of Central Hudson 

indicated that, “All of the in river PDI work activities were completed last Friday” 

(September 12). 

●​ (Photo #2) Thursday Afternoon (Sept 18, 1:33pm): The coal tar was observed 

again during the ebb tide. Photos were taken at approximately 1333/1:33pm, 

shortly after DEC left the area.  

●​ Thursday Afternoon (Sept 18, 2:18pm): Gerald Pratt of the NYSDEC 

responded: “DEC had an inspector in the area today and followed up on the sheen 

observations near the Waryas Park dock. Our inspector viewed the river from the 

Walkway over the Hudson and walked along the shoreline between the rail bridge 

and dock. The inspector noted no sheens from the bridge directly over the site or 

along the shore. The inspector did note persisting sheens in the Fall Kill upstream 

of the confluence to the river. Though the source of those sheens was not able to be 

determined as it has limited accessible points of viewing. The inspector met with 

Jen Benson, and Jen noted sheens offshore from the dock possibly from yet another 

source which DEC did not track down to a source. DEC suspects the source of 

these sheens (today) at the dock is not related to the MGP site. Tracking down 

sources of sheens, especially intermittent ones in an urbanized area, is very 

difficult.” 

●​ (Photo #3) Thursday Afternoon (Sept 18, 2:55pm): The coal tar was observed 

again during the ebb tide. Photos were taken at approximately 1455/2:55pm. 

●​ (Photo #4) Thursday Afternoon (Sept 18, 4:40pm): We received additional 

photo from Clearwater at 1640/4:40pm showing that the coal tar showing 

significant coal tar.  The tide was still ebbing.  

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1bZsEuGt7JHa4g1N5c3wnTsx9vr8HPx7b?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1JfZYYjuzQCLEWJ1gl86SZAMGtJPAdXfG?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/11yo4RcBUDC1g73CxpxbdhP9bdTuFBqS-?usp=sharing


The timeline documents the coal tar progression from this morning to this afternoon. 

Given the calm wind conditions reported by the Clearwater crew, the coal tar was not 

blown onshore. 

We are requesting DEC assistance to help determine the source of the coal tar. While the 

proximity to the known Central Hudson Manufactured Gas Plant (MGP) remediation site 

in Poughkeepsie suggests a potential source, we cannot rule out other possibilities 

downstream or upstream. 

Due to limited land access in this area (much of it being private property), we are asking 

that DEC deploy a patrol boat at first light on Friday, September 19, to begin an on-water 

investigation. 

Please let us know what your investigation plan will include and when a patrol boat will 

be deployed. 

Given the close proximity of this contamination to the Poughkeepsie and Lloyd drinking 

water intakes, it is essential to identify the source and extent of the coal tar and assess any 

potential risk as quickly as possible. 

Thank you. 

​

Gary Bassett, Mayor of Rhinebeck​

Chair, Hudson River Drinking Water Intermunicipal Council  

​

CC:  ​

Gerald H. Pratt, NYSDEC​

Mark McLean, Central Hudson​

Jesse Gallo, Central Hudson​



Joe Jenkins, Central Hudson​

Jen Benson, Clearwater​

Neale Gulley, Riverkeeper 

 

 

 


