
 

Hudson River Drinking Water Intermunicipal Council  

Town of Esopus, Town of Hyde Park, Town of Lloyd, City of Poughkeepsie, Town of 
Poughkeepsie, Town of Rhinebeck, Village of Rhinebeck, Ulster and Dutchess Counties​

 

​
March 13, 2025​
​
Lt. Thomas Vroman, Emergency Management Specialist, USCG​
Jonathan Andrechik, Captain of the Port of New York, USCG 

Sent via email​
Thomas.E.Vroman@uscg.mil​
Jonathan.A.Andrechik@uscg.mil 

Re: Area Contingency Plan, Spill Risks, Vessel Safety Updates 

Dear Lt. Vroman and Captain Andrechik, 

On behalf of the Hudson River Drinking Water Intermunicipal Council, I am writing to seek the 
Coast Guard’s support in addressing several pressing concerns regarding the safety and 
preparedness along the Hudson River, specifically related to the Area Contingency Plan (ACP), 
spill risks, and vessel safety.  

Known as the Hudson 7, the Hudson River Drinking Water Intermunicipal Council, made up of 
seven municipalities and two counties, formed in 2018 to protect the Hudson River and its 
watershed as a source of drinking water for the communities it serves. The council is currently 
finalizing a first-ever Drinking Water Source Protection Plan for our water source, and reducing 
the risk of industrial spills from railroads is a major goal of the draft plan. We have had several 
collaborative discussions with the Coast Guard on the topic of spill prevention and response, and 
we look forward to building on that collaborative relationship.  

Area Contingency Plan Update. The Area Contingency Plan (ACP) “provides a framework to 
communicate, identify risks, and coordinate resources to mitigate oil/hazmat spills and their 
consequences” within the region, including the Hudson River. The last ACP was completed in 
May 2016 and we understand that it is typically updated every five years. According to 
Riverkeeper, the Coast Guard is planning to update the ACP this year, and we request a 
presentation on the process of updating the ACP so the Hudson 7 can participate fully in the the 
forthcoming update and ensure that it adequately addresses risks to vulnerable areas of the 
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Hudson River estuary, the primary drinking water source for more than 100,000 people. The 
Hudson 7 would like to be engaged as a stakeholder in updating the ACP. 

Spill Drill and the Hyde Park Anchorage. There is a heightened risk of collisions and spills 
from anchored vessels, particularly in the reach of the river used by the Hudson 7 near the Hyde 
Park Anchorage. We strongly request that the Coast Guard update its “worst case scenario” 
reflecting this risk, and conduct a spill response drill with simulants in this critical area to assess 
the effectiveness of response efforts in the event of a spill. The Hudson 7 is currently finalizing a 
first-ever Drinking Water Source Protection Plan for our water source. Reducing the risk of 
industrial spills is a major goal of the draft plan, and working with the Coast Guard on a spill 
drill and updating local response plans are among the projects identified to address the risk. We 
also urge the Coast Guard to reconsider the designation of the Hyde Park Anchorage, given the 
risks it poses proximate to our intakes.  

Liability. Among our concerns is the cost that our communities could bear in case of a spill, 
particularly if vessels navigating the river lack sufficient liability to cover costs. We request your 
assistance in understanding how liability would be addressed in the case of a vessel spill that 
resulted in loss or disruption to drinking water service to one or more of our communities.  

Transparency and Communications. We would also appreciate detailed information on the 
types of cargo being transported on the Hudson River, particularly those that could pose a 
significant risk in the event of a spill, including liquids such as petroleum products and 
chemicals, and semi-solids such as asphalt. Understanding these risks will better inform our 
response strategies. 

Bridge Safety. We also have ongoing concerns regarding the safety of bridges along the Hudson 
River following the collapse of the Francis Scott Key bridge in Baltimore. Particularly, neither 
the Mid-Hudson nor Kingston-Rhinecliff Bridge, which bracket the river reach where our intakes 
are located, has fender islands that could prevent collapse in the case of a vessel strike. The risk 
is more than theoretical, as demonstrated by the Baltimore disaster as well as a 2012 incident on 
the Hudson, when the 600-foot Stena Primorsk, laden with 11.7 million gallons of Bakken crude 
oil, reportedly lost steering just after passing the railroad and Thruway bridges at Castleton, 
which like the Mid Hudson and Kingston-Rhinecliff, lack fender islands. The Stena Primorsk ran 
aground, rupturing its outer hull. A bridge strike could have been worse. We respectfully request 
a bridge safety assessment, particularly from Newburgh to Troy. 

We would like to invite you to an upcoming meeting to discuss these important items. The 
Hudson 7 meets on the second Wednesday of each month at 5:00 PM, in person at the 
Poughkeepsie Water Treatment Facility (PWTF), located on the Marist College campus. If you 
prefer to attend remotely, we can also accommodate you via Zoom. Please let us know your 
preference. 



 

We look forward to your response. Thank you for your time and attention to these important 
matters. 

Sincerely,​
​

 

Gary Bassett 
Chair, Hudson River Drinking Water Intermunicipal Council  
Mayor, Village of Rhinebeck​
 
cc: 
CDR Brandon J Aten, Response Department Head, U.S. Coast Guard Sector New York​
Brandon.J.Aten@uscg.mil 
 
LCDR Greg Hersh, Chief of Incident Management for Sector New York 
gregory.r.hersh@uscg.mil 
 
CWO Rory Jenkins, Marine Safety Specialist Response Officer​
rory.m.jenkins@uscg.mil 
 
CDR Michelle Villafane, Chief of Waterways Management​
michelle.k.villafane@uscg.mil 
 
US Senator Chuck Schumer 
US Senator Kirsten Gillibrand 
Rep. Pat Ryan 
Rep. Josh Riley 
Rep. Paul Tonko 
Ulster County Executive Jen Metzger 
Dutchess County Executive Sue Serino 
Senator Michele Hinchey 
Senator Rob Rolison 
Assemblymember Sarahana Shrestha 
Assemblymember Chris Tague 
Assemblymember Scott H. Bendett 
Assemblymember Didi Barrett 
Assemblymember Anil Beephan Jr. 
Assemblymember Dana Levenberg 
Assemblymember Christopher Eachus 

mailto:Brandon.J.Aten@uscg.mil
mailto:gregory.r.hersh@uscg.mil
mailto:rory.m.jenkins@uscg.mil
mailto:michelle.k.villafane@uscg.mil


 

Assemblymember Jonathan G. Jacobson 


