Hudson River Drinking Water Intermunicipal Council

Town of Esopus, Town of Hyde Park, Town of Lloyd, City of Poughkeepsie, Town of Poughkeepsie,
Town of Rhinebeck, Village of Rhinebeck, Ulster and Dutchess Counties
March 13, 2025

Maurice O’Connell, Regional Vice President
CSX Transportation

Sent via email
maurice o'connell@csx.com

RE: Inventory of Rail Bridges in area of Drinking Water from the City of Newburgh, NY to
Town of Selkirk, NY (Hudson River Estuary)

Dear Mr. O’Connell,

On behalf of the Hudson River Drinking Water Intermunicipal Council (Hudson 7), I am writing to
address a critical issue regarding CSX-owned bridge crossings along the Hudson River and its
tributaries, particularly between Newburgh, NY, and Selkirk, NY. This includes both the east and west
sides of the river, spanning Orange, Ulster, Greene, Albany, Dutchess, Columbia, and Rensselaer
counties. While these bridges are vital for transportation and the movement of goods, our primary
concern is those that carry petroleum products and hazardous chemicals, given the potential risks to the
Hudson River’s drinking water sources for our communities.

The Hudson 7 was established by an intermunicipal agreement, and is made up of elected
representatives from each of the seven municipalities and two counties that rely on the Hudson
River for drinking water: City of Poughkeepsie, Village of Rhinebeck and the towns of Esopus,
Hyde Park, Lloyd, Poughkeepsie, Rhinebeck and Ulster and Dutchess counties. In all, more than
100,000 people rely on the Hudson River for drinking water. The Council’s goal is source water
protection to ensure that the Hudson River is a safe source of drinking water for our communities
for generations to come. The health of the Hudson River is a matter of public health for our
communities.

The council is currently finalizing a first-ever Drinking Water Source Protection Plan for our water
source, and reducing the risk of industrial spills from railroads is a major goal of the draft plan. We
have significant concerns about the risk of spills and the potential consequences should a railcar
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derailment occur on any of these bridges, especially in areas of primary drinking water supplies in the
river. We are looking to collaborate with CSX and other stakeholders to ensure that proper safety
measures and response protocols are in place.

As part of our effort to mitigate this risk, we are requesting that CSX help facilitate an inventory of all
bridge crossings in the area described above, including those under CSX’s ownership and management.
We are particularly interested in understanding the current condition and maintenance practices in place
for these bridge crossings. We also request the latest inspection reports from CSX on these bridge
crossings, especially those near high-risk areas.

We believe that CSX’s collaboration on these matters is essential to ensure the safety and well-being of
the communities along the Hudson River and the environment. We look forward to your timely
response and to working together on these critical initiatives.

Thank you for your attention to these matters.

Sincerely,
A (& o

Gary Bassett
Chair, Hudson River Drinking Water Intermunicipal Council
Mayor, Village of Rhinebeck
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US Senator Chuck Schumer

US Senator Kirsten Gillibrand

Rep. Pat Ryan

Rep. Josh Riley

Rep. Paul Tonko

Ulster County Executive Jen Metzger
Dutchess County Executive Sue Serino
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Senator Rob Rolison

Assemblymember Sarahana Shrestha
Assemblymember Chris Tague
Assemblymember Scott H. Bendett
Assemblymember Didi Barrett
Assemblymember Anil Beephan Jr.
Assemblymember Dana Levenberg
Assemblymember Christopher Eachus
Assemblymember Jonathan G. Jacobson



